Dear Representative or Senator,

I am writing to ask for your help on an issue vital to economic prosperity and public safety in Texas.

As our statewide population soars, transportation funding shortages and antiquated thinking are crippling statewide efforts to provide the badly-needed infrastructure improvements that our economy – and basic public safety – require.

I am sure that you already know the frustration Texans are feeling over increasingly crowded, unsafe roadways, and the impact of more and more trucks on congestion and road maintenance costs. We could, and should, use our freight railroad network to help alleviate some of these problems. Transportation can’t just be about more roads; it has to look at a variety of solutions.

By relocating freight rail traffic out of urban areas, rail traffic can move more efficiently. When rail traffic becomes more efficient, we can take more trucks off the highways and reduce congestion in our cities. We need to improve existing railroad lines and crossings on a system that is over 100 years old and deteriorating. Our rail network would become safer and vastly more efficient, and old freight rail lines could then be used for commuter rail, new roadways, or bike lanes – whatever we need based on our region. The possibilities are endless!

In 2005 the Legislature passed – and the voters approved – the creation of the Texas Railroad Relocation and Improvement Fund. I am asking you to finance this fund and begin work on $18 billion in critical rail relocation and improvement projects that TxDOT has identified as crucial to avoid freight rail gridlock in the coming years.

Texas rail moves tons of hazardous materials each day through the state’s most populated areas over an aging system that puts our citizens at risk and slows commercial trade-flow, even as we should be improving speeds and freight capacity to meet ever-increasing demand.  We need to move on making rail improvements and rail relocation a part of the solution to our cities’ transportation needs.

I am asking for your support to fund the Texas Rail Relocation and Improvement Fund.

Sincerely,

Your Name

